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What’s new and what’s next: VPA is presenting research, 
performing ‘Theatre of the Absurd,’ having a book signing, 
and winning an Emmy Award.. 
November 2009  
 
 
1_Top stories 
Unprecedented number of art education faculty, students selected to present 
at 2010 NAEA convention_Five art education faculty and graduate students have been 
selected to present research and professional development workshops in April at the 
National Art Education Association national convention in Baltimore. Read more. 
Setnor School announces winner of inaugural Gregg Smith Choral 
Composition Contest_Kala Pierson, a New York City-based composer and 
sound/media artist, won the competition for her work “The Turning Earth,” which will be 
premiered by the SU Women‟s Choir in March. Read more. 
     VPA, iSchool find ‘Common 
Ground’_Recognizing a strong synergy between 
information, technology, art, and design, VPA and 
the iSchool, SU‟s School of Information Studies, 
recently began an informal partnership to explore 
multidisciplinary projects that encourage creative 
problem-solving and provide a foundation for 
future academic programs. Known as “Common 
Ground,” this initiative includes the spring 2010 
 course Digital iCreation in the Context of 
Community, which will allow students to use their 
creative skills to solve “information” problems of 
community-based organizations, and the 
Windows Project, which invited artists to submit 
proposals for site-specific pieces for the window 
wells and walls of Hinds Hall, the iSchool‟s home. 
Six winning proposals came from VPA students, 
faculty, and alumni, and the work was recently 
installed. Photos: Windows Project work by 
Darcy Van Buskirk, graduate student in 
sculpture, and Gail Hoffman, instructor in the 
School of Art and Design; photos by Dave Revette 
Photography  
Visit vpa.syr.edu for more news stories and events. 
 
 
2_Happenings 
Two plays by Eugene Ionesco open at the Department of Drama_“The Bald 
Soprano” and “The Chairs” are being presented at the Storch Theatre through November 
22 and are considered master works from „Theatre of the Absurd.‟ Read more. 
 
     Cello Fest to bring students, prominent 
cellist Jeffrey Solow to the Setnor School 
November 14_The daylong session of 
workshops for young cellists from across New 
York State will culminate in two public concerts, 
including one by Solow, who is also a professor at 
Temple University and president of the American 
String Teachers Association. Read more. 
Syracuse Symposium to host ‘conversation’ on African, African American 
beauty November 19_Co-sponsored by the Department of Communication and 
Rhetorical Studies, this event features internationally renowned photographers Deborah 
Willis and Carrie Mae Weems. Read more. 
Find our complete events listings, including live Setnor School of Music concert audio and 
video streaming, at vpa.syr.edu. 
 
 
 
3_Take note 
Doug DuBois, associate professor of art photography in the School of Art and Design, is 
exhibiting “All the Days and Nights” through December 5 at HigherPictures in New York 
City. He will have a lecture and book signing at SU‟s Light Work December 3 at 6 p.m. 
Gail Hoffman, an instructor in the School of Art and Design, is presenting a show of 
mixed media works with artist Ann Welles at Limestone Art & Framing Gallery in 
Fayetteville, N.Y., through November 28. 
 
     Leslie Noble, administrative specialist in the 
Department of Drama (pictured), directed “The 
Woman in the Blue Dress,” a special project of 
Syracuse Stage and the Everson Museum of Art in 
Syracuse that was produced in conjunction with 
the Everson exhibition “Turner to Cézanne: 
Masterpieces from the Davies Collection, National 
Museum Wales.” The play was written by Stage 
education director and drama adjunct Lauren 
Unbekant. 
 
     Andrew Waggoner, associate professor of 
composition in the Setnor School of Music, had 
his “La Folie” for piano solo given its world 
premiere in Los Angeles in October by Grammy-
winning pianist Gloria Cheng on a concert of the 
long-standing recital series Piano Spheres. The 
Los Angeles Times called the piece “…music at 
once viscerally charged and intellectually curious 
— curious as in strangely compelling and actively, 
restlessly searching. It‟s a wild ride, in other 
words, but with self-assurance and dignity 
beneath the sometimes crazed and Messianic 
surfaces.” 
The college‟s visiting artists and speakers in October included artists Brian Gordon ’97, 
Fran Kaufman, Stephen Rosenberg, Elwood Smith, Tula Telfair G’86, and 
Andrew Wielawski ’77; designer Massimo Vignelli; actor Frank Langella ’59; 
journalist Ted Koppel ’60 H’82; conductor Paul Caldwell; marimba artist Janis 
Potter; Cynthia Deitle, chief, FBI Civil Rights Unit; Page Fitzgerald, attorney and 
deputy chief, Department of Justice Cold Case Unit; Seth Faber, partner and director of 
marketing and artist development, Primary Wave Music Publishing; Dan Huston, 
professor, NHTI, Concord‟s Community College; Rick Dobbis ’70, chairman, R-DOG 
LLC; Glenn Clark, creative director, Clark CSM; Greg Kot, Chicago Tribune music 
critic and author; Dana Wise ’04, Kathryn Schenker Management; Adam Gorode ’06, 
new media strategist, Glow Interactive; and Ryan Raichilson ’07 (MAN), Sony/ATV 
Music Publishing. 
Read more faculty and student news and notes here. 
 
 
 
4_For alumni 
 
     Alumni spotlight: Evan Weinstein 
’84_Evan, a television producer and director at 
WorldRace Productions, is supervising producer 
for “The Amazing Race,” which recently won its 
seventh straight Emmy Award for Outstanding 
Reality-Competition Program. Read more. Photo: 
Evan Weinstein and wife Hayley at the Emmys 
Attention VPA classes of 1989, 1994, 1999, and 2004!_VPA Dean Ann Clarke 
recently invited you to participate in the 2009 field test of the Strategic National Arts 
Alumni Project (SNAAP). VPA is among nearly 55 distinguished institutions of the arts to 
participate in this assessment, which gathers input from you with regard to your lives and 
careers as graduates of our college. We appreciate your participation in this important 
survey. Learn more. 
Fibers alumni show to be held in February_VPA‟s XL Projects in downtown 
Syracuse will host “Elongating the Thread,” an exhibition celebrating accomplished artists 
who have graduated from the fibers program in the School of Art and Design. Artists 
include Jappie Black King ‟92, Anne Cofer ‟05, Annet Couwenberg ‟83, Jennifer Gandee 
‟08, Mary Kester ‟81, Laura Reinhard ‟89, Barbara Jean Weingart ‟03, and Vickie 
Zacek‟03. Details will be announced in an upcoming issue of Momentum. 
‘Common Thread’ exhibition in D.C. to feature SU alumni, faculty_The show, 
which is sponsored by the Paul Greenberg family, will be held December 10-January 23 at 
International Visions Art Gallery, 2629 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, D.C. An 
opening reception will be held December 10 from 6:30-9 p.m. 
International VPA alumni: stay in touch!_If you are an alumnus of VPA who lives 
outside the United States and cannot return to campus regularly, we invite you to stay 
connected, share your news and career stories, and follow us on our social networks and 
web site. We would love to have you as contacts for future students and fellow alumni. 
Update your address and share your news here. 
Connect with us! Visit the alumni section of the VPA web site to find VPA alumni events; 
our showcase page of alumni exhibitions, shows, and more; and career resources and job 
postings. Help us go green by sharing this e-mail with fellow alumni who don‟t receive our 
e-mails. If they fill out our online form, they will receive future issues of Momentum, 
alumni event e-vites, and other college information of interest. 
 
Find VPA alumni on Facebook and LinkedIn. Visit SU News 2.0 for a complete list of links 
to follow VPA and SU people and activities via social media, including Facebook, 
YouTube, and Twitter.  
 
 
Momentum is published by the VPA Office of Communications under the leadership of Dean Ann 
Clarke. Send comments to Erica Blust, Director of Communications and Media Relations, at 
esblust@syr.edu. For more information about the college, visit our web site at vpa.syr.edu. 
The College of Visual and Performing Arts at Syracuse University is committed to the education of 
cultural leaders who will engage and inspire audiences through performance, visual art, design, 
scholarship, and commentary. We provide the tools for self-discovery and risk-taking in an 
environment that thrives on critical thought and action. 
 
 
  
 
